
The Train of Remem-
brance is a school pro-
gram that was initiated by 
Martine Querette, direc-
tor of High School Notre 
Damme de Sion of Evry, 
and Fr. Jean Dujardin, a 
theologian involved in 
Christian-Jewish dialogue 
and former secretary of 
the French Episcopal 
Committee for Relations 
with Judaism. The Train 
of Remembrance travels 
from Paris to Oświęcim 
every two years. This year 
it was hosted in Oświęcim 
for the seventh time.

This huge project involved 
14 secondary schools and 

four oratorios from Notre 
Damme de Sion, forming 
a group of over 500 young 
people who chose to take 
part in several months of 
preparatory work. The 
culmination of the project 
was a visit to the Memo-
rial Site.

Typically, the French 
schools that decide to 
come to Oświęcim, choose 
to take the trip by plane 
and rarely by coach. This 
means a few hours spent 
in the Museum and, pos-
sibly, a “free” day devoted 
to sightseeing in Cracow.

In this case, however, a 
visit to Oświęcim began in 

their own schools. A few 
months prior to departure 
the students worked on 
various projects, which 
touched upon such is-
sues as human rights, 
anti-Semitism, Nazism, 
segregation, the Final 
Solution of the Jewish 
Question, the activities 
of the Vichy government, 
denial of the Holocaust, 
as well as others. In total, 
18 such projects were im-
plemented—one for each 
institution participating 
in the trip. The train itself 
consisted of nine wagons 
and one special car for 
conferences, where all 
the projects done by the 
youth were presented 
during the trip. On the 
way back to Paris the con-
ferences continued, only 
this time the projects were 
replaced by panels, dur-
ing which young people 
shared their experiences 
from their visit to Ausch-
witz, and included other 
topics as well. Discussions 
were also held about the 
subject of evil and suffer-
ing, there were questions 

about God, and they also 
asked themselves ques-
tions: what can be done 
now?

In this way, the experience 
of Auschwitz, for those 
young people is not just 
a few hours spent at the 
Memorial, but the whole 
trip that lasts a few days.

During the first day in 
Oświęcim, the group 
conducted a march of si-
lence from the Center for 
Dialogue and Prayer to 
the former Auschwitz II-
Birkenau Concentration 
Camp. After visiting the 
ruins of Crematorium III, 
a ceremony was held, dur-
ing which for about half 
an hour the young people 
took turns reading out the 
names of those who were 
murdered there. You 
could get the impression 
that many of these names 
were those of friends—
there were French, Ger-
man, and Polish names.... 
These individuals could 
be their relatives, friends, 
or family members. The 
ceremony ended with the 

unfurling of an enormous 
banner, reminiscent of the 
Torah scroll on the rail-
road tracks of Birkenau. 
Written on it was the 
word “remember” in all 
the languages that young 
French students were able 
to write it in. The coil was 
still prepared in France 
by the young people who 
could not come by train to 
Oświęcim. This was their 
contribution to this re-
markable journey.

After  a visit to the former 
Birkenau camp, a meet-
ing was held in the au-
ditorium of Oświęcim 
Cultural Center, during 
which they shared their 
experiences of the day, 
and asked more questions 
to the specialists of vari-
ous fields: history, ethics, 
and religion. The meeting 
ended with the presenta-
tion based on the story by 
Zvi Kolitz “Jossel Rakow-
er’s conversation with 
God,” prepared by Jean-
Marie Martin.

On the second and fi-
nal day of their stay in 

TRAIN OF REMEMBERANCE 
FROM PARIS TO OŚWIĘCIM

O
n November 8, the Train of Remembrance left Paris with 
a group of over 500 young people from middle schools 
from all over France. The trip lasted over 25 hours.  

The destination—Oświęcim. 
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Participants of the Train of Rememberance project

Fr. Jean Dujardin
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Oświęcim, after the Holy Mass 
celebrated by Fr. Jean Dujardin in 
Carmelite Convent, the students 
visited the former concentration 
camp, where they could learn 
more details about the lives of 
camp prisoners and the machin-
ery of mass murder, as they vis-
ited the permanent exhibition, the 
Crematorium and Gas Chamber, 
the Wall of Death, or the base-
ment of Block 11.

In two years, the next train will 

arrive in Oświęcim with new pas-
sengers aboard. The topics dis-
cussed will probably be the same, 
or very similar. But it must be 
remembered, that there is a need 
to inform and teach about what 
seems to us most obvious. 

What must be done so that the 
history of Auschwitz is never 
again repeated? Perhaps, more 
such Trains of Remembrance are 
needed.  
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REMEMBER

A French group visiting Birkenau

Jean-Marie Martin
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